
Double Diasporas
How might the Cuban Jewish story shape our attitudes 

to new immigrants today?
Like most immigrant communities, when Jews moved from Cuba to the United 
States they sought integration, seeking acceptance into both the Jewish and 
broader American communities. However, they found themselves needing to 
follow the racist laws of Florida and not being fully accepted by the Jewish 
community already present in Miami. Their story is one of creating a 
community within societal boundaries that were both hostile to Black 
Americans and unwelcoming to Jews who were not from the established
Ashkenazi or Sephardic communities.

GOALS
Participants will understand the societal boundaries that existed when 

Cuban Jews arrived in Florida.

Participants will explore how different identities, cultures, and views 

divide the Jewish community.

Participants will think about what it would mean to welcome new

immigrants into an established community.

Appendix A: “A Cold Day” with bracketed portions 
“Double Diasporas: Researchers Bio” video Mark Goldberg  
https://vimeo.com/784642127/c059b827bb 
“Double Diasporas: Main Video” from 9:59 to 12:10 
https://vimeo.com/784641459/0a2ecb41e0 
Paper/pens/pencils

MATERIALS
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What would you say are the main takeaways?

What do you see as the problems from the point of view of the people who 

just arrived in Miami?

What do you see as the problems from the point of view of the people who 

had been in Miami before the 1960’s?

Is there a middle ground?

Introduction: 5 minutes

We are going to let the scholar Mark Goldberg introduce himself and the work 

that he has done on Cuban Jews migrating to the Miami area. As you watch 

the introductory video, pay attention to what he shared about himself and his

identity and the questions he asked himself for the project. Latin/x/e* and 

Jewish peoples in America have complicated histories with the racial system

in the U.S. Today we are going to explore one of those stories and some of that 

history. 

Watch “Double Diasporas: Researchers Bio” video Mark Goldberg 

Warm-up: 5 minutes

Tell your ancestors' United States origin story with one other family or a 

partner. If you are aware of any hardships your family faced or what made 

them decide to live where they did once they came to the U.S., please share.

Discussion: 12 minutes

This video provides background about Jews moving from Cuba to Miami 

Florida. Watch “Double Diasporas: Main Video” from 9:59 to 12:10 

Small Group Work: 15 minutes

We will discuss more after you spend some time reading selected portions of 

“A Cold Day” and discussing the primary source along with the video. Answer 

the following questions in your small group:

LESSON

https://vimeo.com/784642127/c059b827bb
https://vimeo.com/784641459/0a2ecb41e0
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In what ways did choices made by the Ashkenazi and Sephardic Jewish 

communities and by the Cuban Jewish community perpetuate racial 

discrimination and White supremacy? 

Would any group like to share what you talked about?: 5 minutes

It’s clear from what we learned today that many Cuban Jews did not feel 

welcomed and could not find a home in the existing community. 

Activity: 20 minutes

In the same small groups, you will either write a welcome Public Service 

Announcement (PSA) to a newly immigrating group of people or a PSA to the 

existing community to remind them to deeply welcome the new arrivals. Your 

PSA might be on social media, might be printed in a newspaper, be a 

commercial on visual or audio streaming platforms, etc… Part of the project is 

choosing how to get your message out. Once you pick the platform, determine 

the main points of your message, create text and/or graphics, and be 

prepared to share.

Welcome PSA: Create a message that conveys deep welcoming to the 

newcomers. 

Be Welcoming PSA: Create a reminder for the existing community to be 

welcoming of the newcomers. 

Share out: 10 minutes
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Close: 2 minutes
We discovered that race in the U.S. impacted Cuban Jews’ experience from 
the moment they arrived in the U.S. and had to choose where to live. This 
topic has a lot of layers because our identities are layered and experiences 
are impacted by race in the U.S. We also discovered that Cuban Jews felt 
othered in the new community and many never did gain a sense of belonging 
within the previously existing Jewish community. With intention, we can help 
to ensure that Jews will find our communities welcoming. Thank you for 
sharing your ideas with the group. 

“Miami’s Lesser Known Community of Cuban Jews” i24 News 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8-nRkA6G44&t=7s
 
Latine originated within the Latine genderqueer community, because it’s 
easier to conjugate in Spanish and due to criticisms of the anglicization of 
“Latinx.” Like identity, language is constantly evolving, and we look forward to 
seeing how this conversation continues.

RESOURCES
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